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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 096024 
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SUBJECT: RELOCATION OF INTOURIST OFFICES IN NEW YORK 

REF: MOSCOW 7410 AND PREVIOUS 

1 . DEPARTMENT WAS UNAWARE OF SOVIET "LINKAGE'' BETWEEN 
RETURN OF MARSCHALKO'S DRIVER'S LICENSE AND RELOCATION OF 
INTOURIST. AMEXCO REP HANSEN-STURM TOLD DEPTOFF. APRIL 12, 

THAT SOVIETS HAD NOT EXPLICITLY TIED THE TWO MATTERS, AND 
SPECULATED THAT MARSCHALKO'S PROBLEMS WERE MORE LIKELY A 
REFLECTION OF "BAD RELATIONS" BETWEEN AMEXCO AND INTOURIST. 
INTOURIST, HE EXPLAINED, HAD BEEN PIQUED BY TOUGH LINE HELD 
BY AMEXCO IN BID FOR GENERAL TRAVEL AGENT FOR THE 1980 
OLYMPICS. INTOURIST WANTED AMEXCO TO ASSUME GENERAL 
AGENT'S ROLE BUT AMEXCO WAS UNWILLING TO DO SO BEFORE 
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THOROUGHLY FAMILIARIZING ITSELF WITH SOVIET FACILITIES, A 
CONDITION AT WHICH THE SOVIETS BALKED. IN ANY CASE, HANSEN- 
STURM CONTINUED, THIS PROBLEM WAS BEING RESOLVED SINCE 
AMEXCO HAD AGREED TO WORK WITH US OLYMPIC COMMITTEE TO FIND 
GENERAL AGENT, WHICH MAY EVENTUALLY TURN OUT TO BE AMEXCO. 

THE MARCH MEETING OF THE TRADE AND ECONOMIC COUNCIL WORKING 
GROUP ON TOURISM HAD PAVED WAY FOR SMOOTHER AMEXCO- 
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INTOURIST RELATIONS AND MARSCHALKO FELT CONFIDENT THAT 

SITUATION COULD BE RESOLVED WITH MILD PRESSURE FROM 
AMEXCO NY ON INTOURIST. DEPTOFF REPLIED THAT, WHILE IT IS 
UNDERSTANDABLE IN PERIOD OF IMPROVED RELATIONS WITH 
INTOURIST THAT AMEXCO WISHES TO SETTLE THE DRIVER'S LICENSE 
ISSUE QUIETLY, VALUABLE OPPORTUNITY TO RAISE POINT DIPLO- 
MATICALLY HAD BEEN MISSED ON APRIL 7 WHEN DEPARTMENT FOR- 
MALLY APPROVED RELOCATION OF INTOURIST. 

2. HANSEN-STURM SAID INTOURIST, DUE TO BUDGETARY RESTRIC- 
TIONS, IS NOT INTERESTED IN SECOND NEW YORK OFFICE, BUT IS 
LOOKING FOR POSSIBLE WINDOW SPACE FOR INTOURIST ADVERTISING 
AND PROMOTIONAL DISPLAYS. HE ADDED THAT SOVIETS HAD 
DEFINITIVELY DROPPED QUEST FOR SECOND OFFICE WHEN ADVISED 
OF DEPARTMENT'S LIKELY DISPOSITION TOWARD SUCH A REQUEST 
(STATE 82110). 

CHRISTOPHER 
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